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 In the Gospel today we see Jesus being tempted by Satan.  The Lord wants to have a deep 

union with us, God wants to bring us to a place of ultimate fulfillment - which we call heaven - 

but the Devil wants to cause us to loosen our connection to the Lord and to fail to enter heaven, 

staying with him in that state outside of fulfillment that we call Hell.  His reasons for doing this 

are complicated - but a little story may help to illustrate the craziness of his reasoning.  There 

was a man who had bought a lottery ticket right in line after another person.  Both signed the 

back of their ticket so that they would be the only one who could turn it in.  Well the man didn’t 

win when the numbers were called - but noticed that the other man won but didn’t realize it.  He 

was so upset that he didn’t win that he kept quiet and didn’t point out to the other man his good 

fortune.  Satan is like that, but he not only wants people be unaware of the lottery that they had 

won in Jesus Christ, he wants to convince them to tear up their ticket before it can get cashed in.  

 In the Gospel, Satan tries to get the lottery from ever being drawn.  If he can convince 

Jesus to forget this goofy plan to sacrifice Himself then there will be no lottery.  First Satan waits 

till Jesus is good and hungry before he approaches him.  Just like the hungry Israelites in the 

desert he is vulnerable.  The vulnerability of the Israelites during the exodus is a model for our 

vulnerability trudging through this crazy world.  Their hunger represents the difficulties that we 

all face, and the many needs that we have.  In the desert they are fed by God with Manna - a 

mysterious bread from heaven.  It comes only from God, and only enough to get through each 

one day.  If they can take and eat this bread then they will be able to make it step by step to the 

promised land - which represents heaven.  Like us, they become dissatisfied with God’s 

sustenance and would rather go back and be slaves again to get better bodily comforts - only 

problem is that this would mean they don’t get to the promised land.  Satan tempts Jesus to not 

rely on the power of God, not to be content with what He has, not to keep moving forward with 

the plan of God.  He tempts him If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.  

The temptation is to think how important you are, how much you could do it your own way.  We 

get these same thoughts and are tempted to abandon the seemingly harder plan of God and to 

place ourself as the most important and not in need of God.  Jesus reminds us that only by what 

God provides us each day will we ultimately survive and reach the goal. 

 The second temptation is I shall give to you all this power and glory; for it has been 

handed over to me, and I may give it to whomever I wish. All this will be yours, if you worship 



me.  The thing here is that Jesus already is heir to all power and glory.  All these things already 

belong to Jesus.  As with us, the devil will promise what is not his to give.  He will tempt us to 

throw away the inheritance we have as sons and daughters of the Father in Christ and serve our 

temporary passions or help him in bringing others to an evil end.  He is like the guy trying to sell 

you the Brookline Bridge who doesn’t actually own it, or that mysterious prince from Africa that 

will give you $12 million if you just give him your bank account information.  No Satan - we 

don’t want the same emptiness that you live in, that same Hell of separation from God.  Tell him: 

“no I will not rip up my lottery ticket just because you tore up yours.  I’ll just do it God’s way.” 

 The third temptation is to think that it’s no big deal if you do things that God says are 

dangerous.  The sin things seem good - how can it be wrong when it feels so right.  But letting 

yourself go into sin only leads to other sins.  Like what would happen if you throw yourself 

down from a high place, you just keep going faster and faster and recovery becomes harder and 

harder.   The devil tempts us like Jesus: your God’s kid, it’ll all get taken care of.   Sin, sin away 

- no problem, your a good person - everyone goes to heaven.  Not true according to Jesus.  Jesus 

makes it clear in many places in Scripture that following God’s way is essential, that there are 

sheep and goats - that some enter into everlasting reward and others to eternal punishment.  

Heaven is not just some inevitable outcome of life no matter what you do.   Sin turns our hear 

from God and distracts us from the plan laid out bye the guy who made it all and knows how it 

really works.  It doesn’t matter that our plan look better - sin causes us to break the essential 

bond with the Lord that will allow us to enter heaven.  No Satan - we cannot tear up our lottery 

ticket and just show up at the lottery to get our payment.  Tell him “I’ll do it the Lord’s way, your 

way is a dead end.  Even if it does seem good to me” 

 Let us focus and turn the Lent from hearing the falsehoods Satan puts out there, and 

believe the truths of the Lord.  St. Paul says today: everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

will be saved.  This calling out is not just with our mouth.  We call out to God with our whole 

person.  Our actions, thoughts, behaviors, and most importantly we must believe with the heart.  


